
 9505 161st Street W., Lakeville, MN 55044 
Phone: 952.898.2527; Fax: 952.892.7816 
Journal Issue: November, 2004 
 
 

 
BuildingGreen Announces 2004 Top-10 Green Building Products (Summary) 

Portland, OR - BuildingGreen, Inc., publisher of the GreenSpec® Directory and Environmental 
Building News™, today announced its selections of the top ten green building products of 2004. This 
third annual award, announced at the U.S. Green Building Council's Greenbuild Conference in 
Portland, Oregon, recognizes the most exciting products added to the GreenSpec Directory during 
the past year (though some products may have been on the market longer).  
"Reflected in our Top-10 list this year is concern about energy," noted GreenSpec coeditor Alex 
Wilson. "Two of our winning products convert sunlight into usable energy: one a glazing panel that 
generates electricity, the other a solar water-heating collector that relies on an advanced, high-tech 
design." Two other products--a new elevator and an innovative air-source heat pump--are on the 
2004 Top-10 list because they operate significantly more efficiently than conventional products.  
Water is also an important issue today. Gaining recognition for this environmental attribute is a 
pressure-assist toilet-flushing mechanism that uses just one gallon per flush, almost 40 percent less 
than the federal standard for toilets--yet toilets with this flush mechanism actually outperform many 
1.6 gallon-per-flush models on the market. Also related to water resources is a Top-10 product that 
allows infiltration of stormwater through paved parking lots, streets, driveways, and sidewalks.  
Perhaps the most innovative product recognized among BuildingGreen's Top-10 of 2004 is a brand 
new wood product that relies on a unique mineralization process within the wood to protect it from insects and decay. And it does 
this without making the wood more corrosive. "If this product lives up to its manufacturer's claims, it could quickly take over the 
market," according to Wilson.  
A new entrant into the FSC-certified wood industry--the first mainstream, publicly traded, U.S. timber-products company to embrace 
the Forest Stewardship Council certification system--offers chain-of-custody certified framing lumber, plywood, and cedar siding and 
decking.  
The final two products are included because of environmental characteristics of their life cycles: one a carpet-cushion backing and 
the other an interior shade screen made from readily recyclable thermoplastic polyolefin instead of PVC.  
BuildingGreen's Top-10 product selections this year demonstrate the tremendous innovation coming out of the building-products 
industry. "New products are appearing all the time," said Wilson. "Our staff cana hardly keep up with the research required to screen 
them and compile listings for our GreenSpec product directory." he said. About half of the Top-10 products this year are used 
primarily in commercial buildings; the rest are used in homes or in all types of buildings.  
A big driver in the development of green products is the U.S. Green Building Council's LEED® Rating System (Leadership in Energy 
and Environmental Design), which awards points for certain product characteristics or the energy or water savings they can achieve. 
"Designers of LEED buildings are looking for green products, and manufacturers are responding," said Wilson.  
The 2004 BuildingGreen Top-10 products are listed below and more information can be found on their web sites:  

• ECO™ I Paver from E. P. Henry; (www.ephenry.com)  
• TimberSIL® nontoxic glasswood from Timber Treatment Technologies, LLC; (www.timbersilwood.com)  
• FSC-Certified Framing Lumber and Plywood from Potlatch Corporation; (www.potlatchgogreen.com)  
• Ethos Carpet-Cushion Backing from Tandus - C&A Floorcoverings; (www.cafloorcoverings.com)  
• EcoVeil TPO Interior Shade Screening from MechoShade Systems, Inc.; (www.mechoshade.com)  
• Photovol Glass PV Glazing Panels from MSK Corporation; (www.msk.ne.jp/english)  
• Winston Series CPC Solar Water Heating Collector from Solargenix; (www.solargenix.com [PDF spec])  
• EcoSpace Elevator from KONE; (www.myecospace.com)  
• FlushMate IV Pressure-Assist Toilet Flush Mechanism from Sloan Valve Company; (www.flushmate.com)  
• Cold Climate Heat Pump from Nyle Special Products, LLC; (www.nyletherm.com)  

BuildingGreen.com has high and low resolution downloadable images of their top-10 green building products available on their web 
site.  
GreenSpec is the leading national directory of green building products. The 1,800-plus products included in the directory are 
selected by editors of Environmental Building News (EBN) based on criteuria developed over the past 13 years. Environmental 
Building News, founded in 1992, is the oldest and most widely respected publication in the green building field. Manufacturers do 
not pay to be listed in GreenSpec, and neither GreenSpec nor EBN carry advertising; both are supported by users of the 
information. "This policy of not accepting money from manufacturers allows us to be objective in reviewing products for inclusion," 
said Wilson. GreenSpec is available as a print directory as well as part of a web resource, the BuildingGreen Suite. For information 
on BuildingGreen resources, visit www.BuildingGreen.com or call 800-861-0954.  
CONTACT: Jerelyn Wilson; 802-257-7300, ext. 102; eMail: jerelyn@BuildingGreen.com; Web: www.BuildingGreen.com  
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